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there lies the basis of differentiation between the trivium and
quadrivium which together were to constitute the curriculum
of at least ten mediaeval centuries. In the character of the
study of mathematics and the sciences for idealistic rather than
for practical purposes and in the drawing of this very distinc-
tion, is found the basis for the disciplinary conception of edu-
cation as later worked out by the Schoolmen of the Middle
Ages. The practical value of these subjects is discarded as of
secondary importance. Only as they are serviceable in devel-
oping this sense of the contemplation of the good, do they
possess high educational value. Arithmetic is " a study
which leads naturally to reflection, and is of the kind we have
been seeking," says Plato in his search for the proper sub-
jects of study, " but has never been rightfully used ; for it
really is of use in drawing us toward being." Again he says,
" Arithmetic has a very great and elevating effect, compel-
ling the soul to reason about abstract number, and rebelling
against the introduction of visible or tangible objects into the
argument." Herein is to be found the distinction which in
later generations is to be used as the basis of a conception
of education very different from that formulated by Plato
(Chapter IX).
The scheme for the education of the philosopher during
the five-year period when he was to withdraw entirely from
practical life in the contemplation of the good, and of the
period in life following actual service, which, as a life of
uninterrupted contemplation and intellectual satisfaction, was
held up as the highest life, was responsible for one other pro-
found social result. , Without question the general practical
effect of The Republic was to emphasize the life of calm
repose, of philosophical inquiry, of intellectual activity as the
highest type of life. Contemptuous of the interests of the
industrial life, indifferent to the practical claims of society,
callous to the old religious influences, the philosopher of
post-Platonic times withdrew from all to pursue a life of